News Digest from The Assemblies

The “Digest” provides a summary of Assembly highlights regarding congresses, elections, educational programmes, Task Forces, etc. Additional information from Assembly Heads, Assembly Secretaries and Group Chairs is available on the ERS website, on the “Business and Activities” page of each Assembly.

Assembly 1 – Clinical

Members of the Clinical Assembly are actively working in the Society. Their contributions are very important for the development of an interesting scientific programme at the 2008 Congress in Berlin. In addition, Group Officers and other members have proposed new courses and educational events, including web-based events, related to the topics of interest of every pulmonary physician, such as interventional pulmonology, new imaging modalities, the care for chronically disabled respiratory patients and the need of a special interest in diffuse parenchymal lung disorders. Finally, we all welcome the new Officers who have been elected in Group 1.2 (Sally Singh and Martijn Spruit as Group Chair and Secretary, respectively) and Group 1.5 (Carlos Robalo Cordeiro Jr and Venerino Poletti as Group Chair and Secretary, respectively), and we thank the outgoing Officers of both groups (Enrico Clini, Francesco De Blasio and Marjolein Drent) for their dedication and hard work in favour of the ERS.

                                                                                          Bruno Balbi, Assembly Head

bbalbi@fsm.it

Group 1.6 – General Practice and Primary Care

Thank you for your support in putting together the Symposium, Hot Topics and PG Courses for the Berlin Congress. Niels and I have been extremely busy behind the scenes pushing the primary care agenda and the ERS has been extremely supportive. We are about to start the process of reviewing abstracts and would like to thank, in advance, the new reviewers joining the group this year. If any more of you are interested in doing this in the future, please let us know. The final decisions will be made at the ERS Spring meeting on April 25–27, 2008 in Zurich.

Niels Chavannes, Hilary Pinnock, colleagues from Assembly 9 and myself are currently reviewing ELF patient information leaflets and the ELF website.

May I remind you that the IPCRG meeting takes place in Seville, from May 28–31, 2008.  As there is no primary care day planned at the 2008 Congress, this will be a great opportunity for you to explore primary care respiratory issues at an international level.  Many of your colleagues will also be there.

At the end of next year my term of office as Group Chair will come to an end and Niels’ term as Secretary will also end. We previously agreed that for continuity the Secretary will stand as the Group Chair, so we will need to elect a new Group Secretary. Succession planning is important, anyone interested please let me or Niels know. It is better that you get to understand what is involved at an early stage!! The 2009 Congress in Venice will come round before we know it! Thank you for your ongoing support as ever.

Monica Fletcher, Group Chair

m.fletcher@educationforhealth.org.uk

Group 4.2 – Sleep and Control of Breathing

Many of you have sent a contribution for the annual Congress in Berlin! At present there is a positive decision for the organisation of a PG Course on “Nonapnoeic respiratory disorders during sleep” and for a symposium on “Non-CPAP therapies in sleep apnoea”. Moreover, a new course on Sleep medicine will be organised in Grenoble (France) in December 2008. An update of forthcoming sleep meetings can be found on our Assembly 4 webpage. We are also proud to announce that our former Group Secretary and Group Chair, Peter Calverley and Wilfried De Backer, have been elected as Head and Secretary of Assembly 4, respectively. Congratulations!

Johan Verbraecken , Group Chair 

Johan.verbraecken@uza.be
Stefan Andreas, Group Secretary  

sandreas@lungenfachklinik-immenhausen.de
Assembly 7 – Paediatrics

This year’s congress in Berlin will once again have an excellent paediatric programme. Don’t forget to register early for the PG Courses, which will include a Core Curriculum Course on “Wheezing disorders in childhood: asthma and beyond” and two standard PG Courses on “Paediatric respiratory infections in immunological disorders” and “Getting it right first time: planning, realising, analysing and publishing research projects on asthma”.

We are pleased to let you know that the Task Force “Paediatric HERMES” has been approved and work has started to update the training syllabus in paediatric respiratory medicine. The chairs of this Task Force, Monika Gappa and Jimmy Paton, will keep you informed.
Andy Bush, Assembly Head

a.bush@rbh.nthames.nhs.uk

Monika Gappa, Assembly Secretary

gappa.monika@mh-hannover.de
Group 7.7 - Paediatric Bronchology

The meeting of the ERS Task Force on Primary Ciliary Dyskinesia (PCD) was held on January 25–26, 2008, near Venice. It was very successful and 22 people from all over Europe participated. We discussed the consensus statement on PCD focused on: genetics (presented by Heymut Omran); clinics (presented by Deborah Snijders); diagnostics (presented by Chris O'Callaghan); epidemiology (presented by Thomas Frischer); and therapy (presented by Andy Bush and Inés Azevedo). Claudia Kuehni and Marie Strippoli presented the results of the survey in Europe, which involved different European centres following more than 1,000 patients with PCD. The members of the Task Force are preparing a report to submit to ERJ.

Angelo Barbato, Group Chair

barbato@pediatria.unipd.it

Group 8.2 – Transplantation

The next ERS Congress in Berlin is coming up and promises to be very exciting. Indeed, another Symposium on lung transplantation has been accepted and this is certainly the result of last year’s Symposium, which was very well attended although it was one of the very last sessions of the Congress.

We also hope to receive a lot of abstracts so that we will be able to organise Poster presentations (discussions) and at least one Oral Presentation session.

As in previous years, the best abstracts will again be rewarded.

Geert M. Verleden, Group Chair

geert.verleden@uz.kuleuven.ac.be

Andrew Fisher, Group Secretary

A.J.Fisher@ncl.ac.uk

Group 9.1 – Respiratory Function Technologists/Scientists

We have just completed the elections for Group 9.1 and there has been a bit of a job swap! In October, Irene will become Chair of Group 9.1 and Brendan will become Group Secretary. We would like to thank you for voting for us to continue our work. We are grateful that another candidate stood for Secretary and we feel sure that their participation and contribution to the Group will continue in the coming years. We aim to stagger the handover of our Officer posts so that there is continuity in the Group and a new team in three years time. Are you a future Chair or Secretary of Group 9.1? Consider it and contact us about any decision. 

We are moving forward on the Symposia, Hot Topics and sessions for the 2009 Vienna Congress and we are close to finalising the sessions for the 2008 Berlin Congress. By the time this is online all your abstracts will have been submitted, so thank you to all of you who have worked hard to support your profession. We look forward to your continued support in 2008 and wish you all a Happy New Year.
Brendan Cooper, Group Chair

brendan.cooper@uhb.nhs.uk

Irene Steenbruggen, Group Secretary

i.steenbruggen@isala.nl

Group 9.2 – Physiotherapy

We are preparing for another great Congress in Berlin and we are looking 
forward to receiving your abstracts very soon! In order to keep our Group’s presence growing we need you to send us your abstracts. We will be sharing and exchanging abstracts with Group 1.2 (Rehabilitation and Chronic Care) and others so your work will find its way to the most suitable session. We are hoping for more abstracts than last year and good-quality abstracts. This is the best way to share the research you are involved in with colleagues. Abstracts are key to the success of the Congress and the visibility of respiratory physiotherapy and rehabilitation in general. Our German ‘champion’, Kathrin Süess, is working hard to connect us to a local ‘host’ in Berlin and repeat the success of the Stockholm evening out. She is also searching for good accommodation for us, which we will advise you of as soon as possible. Thanks to your votes there will be new officers representing you after the Berlin Congress. Thierry Troosters (Belgium, Group Chair) and Johanna Williams (UK, Group Secretary) are ready to represent our Group and work with you in the next few years.
                                                                                                   Julia Bott, Group Chair
juliabott@aol.com

Thierry Troosters, Group Secretary

thierry.troosters@med.kuleuven.ac.be

