WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC) and has become the 40th country to become a Party to the FCTC

At this occasion, we are glad to provide you with the following official statement from the European Respiratory Society (ERS)

The European Respiratory Society (ERS) is delighted to welcome the 40th ratification of the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control.

This is an important day for global tobacco control and hence an even more important day for global health. The entry into force of this Convention and its effective implementation will save thousands of lives around the world.

But whilst we are delighted that the ratification of Peru has brought about the all important 40th ratification, we are disappointed to see that only 4 EU Member States have ratified the Treaty so far (Malta, Hungary, Slovakia, France).

The EU has long been seen as a leader in effective tobacco control policies and was the first region in the world to enact legislation on warning labels, comprehensive tobacco advertising restrictions and a ban on the use of misleading descriptors such as light and mild.

We now call upon the remaining 21 Member States and the EC to ratify the FCTC without delay and play a constructive part in the first conference of the parties.

We also call upon the parties to the Treaty to bring forward effective proposals for protocols on smuggling and advertising as soon as possible to ensure that the FCTC's provisions can be effectively enforced.

