New Romain Pauwels Research Fund launched by European Respiratory Society (ERS)

Aims to encourage a new generation of lung disease researchers - The European Respiratory Society (ERS) and GSK jointly announced today the launch of the Romain Pauwels Research Fund, to help support young researchers in their quest to understand and treat respiratory illnesses.

Respiratory diseases, such as asthma and COPD, are currently the leading cause of death worldwide, and their prevalence is predicted to increase over the next 15 years. The Romain Pauwels Research Fund, aimed at up-and-coming researchers, will help by providing an annual grant of 50,000 Euros to support their work. Sponsorship has been generously made available for at least the next 15 years by a one-off donation from the European research based pharmaceutical company GlaxoSmithKline (GSK). 

During initial discussions with the ERS and the sponsors, and before his untimely death earlier this year, Professor Pauwels said: "Having spent more than 30 years in respiratory research, I am proud to have contributed to our present understanding of respiratory diseases and can see just how far this understanding has improved the way clinicians treat patients. However, we still have a lot to learn, and with increased mortality predicted for respiratory disease like COPD, it is vital that we continue to support respiratory research:" 

President of the ERS Professor Ronald Dahl added: "Romain's leadership and contribution to our understanding and management in respiratory medicine, have been pivotal in improving the quality of care for patients. The ERS is delighted to have received the donation from GSK and will administer the Fund. I have no doubt that to be winner of a Romain Pauwels Research grant will carry a great deal of academic prestige and I expect that a large number of researchers will want to apply." 

The first grant will be advertised in the next edition of the ERS Newsletter and detailed instructions for applicants, aged 45 years or less, will be posted on the ERS website http://www.ersnet.org.

Applicants should submit their proposal electronically via the ERS website by 1st April 2005. The winner will be announced at the ERS 2005 Annual Congress in Copenhagen, and will be invited to present his or her work at a number of National and International Respiratory meetings during 2006. For further details for applicants please contact scientific2@ersnet.org  

