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PRESS RELEASE

Embargoed for 20.00hrs, Thursday 15 September 2005

The winners of the prestigious Association of Learned and Professional Society Publishers (ALPSP) Awards and the ALPSP/Charlesworth Awards were announced at the Association’s annual dinner held at the Royal Society of Medicine in London on Thursday 15 September 2005.
European Respiratory Journal 
wins the ALPSP/Charlesworth Award for Learned Journals 2005

Alan Singleton, Chair of the Panel of Judges for 2005, reported that that over 20 applications were received for the ALPSP/Charlesworth Award for Learned Journals, which is for outstanding journal design and is open to all publishers or journal owners worldwide. In a very competitive field he was pleased to announce the winner was the European Respiratory Journal, published by the European Respiratory Society. He commented on the underlying reasons for the judges’ choice “The ERJ has recently been redesigned and demonstrates really good balance between design and content. The cover and content are clear and attractive, affiliations, citation data and complex statistical information are presented clearly, with the different elements defined through the use of features such as floating columns, colours and tints.”

Linda Arnold, Publications Manager of the ERS said “We are really thrilled that the ERJ has been selected for this prestigious award. To be recognised in this way by the ALPSP/Charlesworth judges is fantastic for a small society publisher.” 

The prize this year included a trip to China provided by The Charlesworth Group. 

Learned Journal – Highly Commended goes to Antiquity
The Judges also awarded a Highly Commended Certificate to Antiquity, published by Antiquity Publications Ltd, for its elegant and interesting design. Martin Carver, Editor, said: “The Antiquity team is delighted to have been awarded ‘Highly Commended’ by ALPSP/Charlesworth. Antiquity has been published since 1927, and was redesigned in 2003 and given a new fresh layout and at the same time we launched an open-access web companion journal for immediate results from new sites.”
Textile: the Journal of Cloth & Culture 
wins the ALPSP/Charlesworth Award for Best New Journal

18 applications were received by the Panel in 2005 which considered the content and appearance of each journal together with the effectiveness of the launch campaign. Textile, published by BERG, was selected for its attractive, almost tactile print publication, with beautiful text and illustrations which were entirely in keeping with the content. The judges were given full details of the launch campaign, which showed it to be a very design and marketing driven product, well supported by the website. Kathryn Earle, Managing Director of BERG said: “We are thrilled and proud that Textile: The Journal of Cloth & Culture has won. The industry knows that new launches in softer subjects can be risky. Given a limited budget and the usual struggles of conflicting demands for spend, our decision to invest more than a fair bit in design was not easy.”
Continued/…

Best New Journal – Highly Commended goes to the 
Journal of the Royal Society Interface
Published by the Royal Society, this cross-disciplinary journal aims to meet the need to link the physical and life sciences and appears to be succeeding well. The launch included extensive web and email marketing and free online access in 2005.

Special mentions
The judges also made special mention of two publications. In the category of ‘Learned Journal Awards’, China Information, recently relaunched by Sage Publications demonstrates clear and attractive design. In the ‘Best New Journal’ category, Breathe, published by the European Respiratory Society has a refreshing and stylish approach.

Nature Publishing Group’s Connotea wins

ALPSP Award for Publishing Innovation

The increasing pace of innovation was reflected in the number of applications in 2005 ‑ 14 this year, up from 10 last year. The judges, chaired by Richard Gedye, commented that the quality of all the finalists was especially good, but in the end they were unanimous in agreeing that Connotea had the edge, and it was duly and enthusiastically declared the winner for 2005. Ben Lund, Project Manager, Nature Publishing Group said on receiving the award: “We are delighted Connotea has won the 2005 ALPSP Publishing Innovation Award. Connotea began as an experiment with the emerging technology of social bookmarking but very quickly became a new information and reference management service for scientists as we realised the potential of this approach.”

ALPSP Publishing Innovation – 
Highly Commended for OECD’s Statlink Service

The Panel awarded a Highly Commended for OECD’s delightfully simple and easy to use innovation Statlink. With this new service, readers can ‘click’ on any table/chart/graph and download the underlying spreadsheet. “Simplicity and utility – a judgement of Statlink by one of our readers. And now we are further encouraged by winning a Highly Commended from ALPSP” commented Toby Green, Head of Dissemination and Marketing at OECD Publishing.
Special mentions

The judges also singled out Portland Press’s Enhanced Electronic Interface (EESI) View as an interesting online development. Also PsychiatryOnline.com from American Psychiatric Publishing Inc  which brings together a diverse range of products within a single medical specialty, integrating them seamlessly and overlaying them with some wonderfully addictive additional features.  

Chris Matthews presented with

ALPSP Award for Scholarly Publishing
ALPSP Council was delighted to make this award to Chris Matthews, who, during his tenure as Director of Digital Content and Publishing at the Department of Trade and Industry, did an enormous amount for the publishing sector. He said on being presented with his award “I am enormously pleased to receive this award. Supported by the very able team at DTI, together with ALPSP and others on the industry, I think we did some tremendous work on some issues which we recognised as crucial to the industry’s future.”
Continued/…

Notes for Editors

ALPSP/Charlesworth Awards Panel of Judges 2005

Alan Singleton, Managing Director, Professional Engineering Publishing

Janet Boullin, Journals Editorial Director, Oxford University Press

Andrew Giaquinto, Art Director, Institute of Physics Publishing

Sue Pandit, Head of Publishing and Co-Director for Publishing Studies, Oxford Brookes University

Sarah Rogers, Head of Library Service, Institution of Mechanical Engineers

ALPSP Awards Panel of Judges 2005:

Richard Gedye, Sales and Marketing Director, Journals Division, Oxford University Press

David Brown, Head of Publisher Relations, British Library

Sue Corbett, Journals Director, Blackwell Publishing

Jane Moody, Head of Publications, Royal College of Obstetricians & Gynaecologists

Charles Oppenheim, Professor of Information Science, Loughborough University

ALPSP (www.alpsp.org) was founded in 1972 and currently has over 300 members in 33 countries. It is the international trade association for the community of not-for-profit publishers and those who work with them to disseminate academic and professional information.

The Charlesworth Group (www.charlesworth.com) is focused on the provision of support services to STM publishers. Charlesworth is a leading global supplier to the academic publishing sector. 

Contacts:

Nick Evans

Member Services Manager, ALPSP

44 (0)20 8789 2394; nick.evans@alpsp.org 
Sarah Philp

Marketing Manager, The Charlesworth Group

44 (0)1924 204836; s_philp@charlesworth.com 
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